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need to use all the articles of wearing apparel or the utensils,
or if he does not need to ride the horse; otherwise he is poor,
and may receive a share. (3) The nisab which does not
bar from participation in the zakat, but bars from begging.
This nisab consists in the possession of sufficient food for
a single day after covering one's nakedness, or in the ability
to earn one's living even, if o-ne should not own a day's
food; or as some say, it consists in the ownership of fifty
dirhams. According to al-Mawardi,1 if a rich person goes
begging and the public inspector knows that he is rich, he
rebukes him, but if he merely infers from the fact that
he has the signs of wealth, he informs him that begging is
not allowed to the rich, but does not rebuke him, for he
may in reality be poor. Finally, if he sees an able-bodied
man begging, he forces him to work and learn a trade, and
if he insists on begging he is punished.2

In computing the nisab to determine whether the owner is
poor, according to some authorities the procedure is exactly
the same as that to determine whether the property should
pay zakat] for example, if the property consists of sawa'im
animals, the nisab is considered complete if the number of
the animals amounts to the minimum number which pays
zakat, irrespective of whether or not their value amounts
to two hundred dirJuzms. However, the view generally ac-
cepted is that the nisab is considered complete if its value
amounts to> two hundred dirhams, whether or not it is com-
plete when computed in kind. According to al-Marginani,
if a person has five camels worth less than two hundred
dirhams, he is " poor " and is given zakat but, on the other
hand, he pays a zakat of one sheep on the camels. This
view is based on a hadlth in which the Prophet defined the

1 P. 416.

2 Cf. 'Alamkiriyyah, p. 263.